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Our lead article (page 4) was "born out of a staff prayer
meeting in the office" and reflects what could very well
happen when we pray. Perhaps we should learn that biblical
faith is not primarily getting God to do what we want Him
to do but rather being (doing) what God wants us to be
(do). Faith in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews was not
measured by deliverance but by obedience. So when you
pray, beware, God just may answer.
We think we have a "first" in this issue—a Brethren in
Christ preaching in an Orthodox monastery—in a communistic country. Those of us who know Harold Nigh are
certain he enjoyed every monastic minute of it and his
enthusiasm is reflected in the short account, "An Ikon from
Krke."
One could expect that a missions administrator would
have thoughts of a monetary nature around this time of
year with less than six weeks to go, but the writer of
"Thoughts on Missions" goes beyond money to the role of
the church in the mission effort. Missions are the church's
effort. The mission board administers for the church.
There are three "practical" articles on pages 11, 12,
13—all having to do with the action at the local level. The
title to the article on "cell groups" should not turn off
those who feel that the small group has a vital place in
church life. It is the writer's concern that the possibilities
and the dangers of the small group both be recognized.
Those of you (youth or adult) who have responsibility
for the youth program will be interested in "Creating
Harmony."

Julie Hogue
Church News, continued
An N A E Ministry
God's Word for Today
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Editorial

Compassion Fatigue
The King James would describe it as " . . . weary in
well-doing . . . " A more contemporary phrase would be
"compassion fatigue." It is this phrase that an administrator
of a world-wide ministry used to describe the mood of the
American people.
I suspect that Christians have not escaped it. Nor have
the Brethren in Christ.
As a people we have given by tithe and tax to causes
around the world. Our generosity has been misunderstood
(or perhaps understood too well). The world goes from
crisis to crisis. The magnitude of suffering caused by acts of
man and acts of nature overwhelm our comprehension.
Indeed, we become insensitive from the very enormity of
the need and our familiarity with it. What little we can do
seems so insignificant that a sense of hopelessness and
frustration results in a weariness of the spirit—"compassion
fatigue."
The recent vote in the United States to "kill" foreign aid
is evidence of this fatigue. The difficulty of meeting mission
budgets is additional evidence. Even more significant is the
questioning of the place of missions and the cost of
missions in the ministry of the church. It is not just a
question of can we afford; it is becoming a question of
should.
It is easy for me to become a bit cynical when I hear the
suggestion that our mission budget is getting out of hand.
The analogy is sometimes used of the tail "wagging the
dog." Well, if a fifteen cent cup of coffee a day from each
member wags the dog . . . poor dog!
*
Yes, fifteen cents a day from each member would
over-subscribe the Mission Board's budget. In fact, it would
come within $4,000 of covering the approved operating
budgets for all our general church agencies and institutions.
So I confess the temptation to cyncism when I know how
people give and how they Uve. And I admit to a sense of
conviction when I know how I give and how I Uve.
One of the causes of our fatigue is the constant
bombardment from causes seeking support. There were
three such letters in my mail when I arrived home last
evening. There were two in my office mail this morning.
Obviously, we cannot support them all. Some should not be
supported at all.
We can save ourselves emotional wear and tear if we
allow our Mission Board to determine the areas of need and
establish priorities. I suspect that they have more facts than
I have and are in a better position to make decisions. Their
ministry encompasses a wide spectrum of need—spiritual,
social, and material. Through the Mennonite Central Committee they minister at the open sores of our world and
society. Through our mission churches and stations the
Good News is shared to men estranged from God and
bound in sin.
I suspect that part of the cause of our fatigue is not that
we have done so much but that we see so much to do. We
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cannot do everything, but we can do something; and we
make a wise decision when we do what we can through
those whom we know and trust.
If it is "compassion fatigue" from which we suffer we
may be well advised to have a spiritual check-up. We may
be overweight with "cares and riches and pleasures of this
life," to use a phrase of Christ's. Perhaps our spiritual diet
has been heavy on sweets and starches. There is the
possibility of a heart condition. Maybe the world has
pressed us into its mold and we are moved more by the
stock market than the refugee count and the vacant look on
children's faces.
If the source of our compassion is rooted in our human
emotions it will ebb and flow. The wellspring of Christian
compassion is found in God's love for us which knows no
limit and is a constant source of strength to counter our
fatigue.

Members Not Invited
I stopped the other day to read an announcement in our
local Christian Light Bookstore window. It was publicizing
a series of meetings in one of our area churches. At the
bottom of the poster was this line:
Friends and Members Welcome
This line reminded me of the counsel Dr. Andrew
Blackwood would give his seminary classes. "Never invite
your members to the services of the church. They are
expected to be present."
This advice by Dr. Blackwood may seem overly idealistic. Regular attendance at the stated services of the church
appears to be a rather optional obligation of membership.
Times have changed since Dr. Blackwood was in the
pastorate. Our schedules are more complicated—at least we
have allowed them to become so. The combined demands
of school, church, business, and community often amount
to more than we can fulfill.
Perhaps we need to make a distinction in our church
calendar between those services of the church which are for
all the members and those sessions with a more limited
interest and of optional participation.
It is to these general services of the church that members
should not be invited. These- are their services. Here is
where they belong. Five days a week our family scatters in
the morning to office and classroom. It has not occurred to
us to invite each other to come home at the end of the day.
In fact, such an invitation would have certain unwholesome
overtones. This is home. Here is where we are expected to
be when evening comes.
Rather than being invited, members should be inviting.
Instead of being welcomed, they should do the welcoming
of friends, neighbors and perchance the stranger.

G L E N PIERCE

SENSITIVITY
Lord, make me sensitive
to the needs of men around me
—this I prayed on bended knee,
never dreaming that
He would answer.

and I saw people
people
people w i t h the same loves and fears
hopes and cares
that I have myself.

I expected Pakistani refugees to come to my v i s i o n starving, destitute;
pictures in black and white;
wrenched from their familiar land and
displaced . . .
Then, after a pang of sorrow, and giving
sacrif icially
my last $10 (until I got home to my checkbook)
I could clear my mind of the needs of men
and go on
living
life as usual.

And I saw much more,
for I had prayed,
Lord, make me sensitive
to the needs of men around me.
Lonely neighbors—their yards touching mine,
isolated in the deep rich pile of wall-to wall
desperation;
and their middle-class/upper-class children
alienated by hypocrisy and war toys of
department store society
tripping into chemical oblivion in the
junior high gym

But I had prayed
Lord, make me sensitive
to the needs of men around me

And I couldn't stand the vision.

And He answered.
And I saw the Atticas
and the local jails where men
men like me
men were locked up tight in cramped little steel'boxes w i t h
nothing to look forward t o except more days and
nights in tight little boxes w i t h nothing to do and no
one to see but tight little boxes and not being able to
be w i t h the wife and kids and just tight little boxes
until the
box'fell apart.
And I saw the city
w i t h all the
broken bottles
grimy windows
littered alleys
abandoned cars
decrepit houses
writing all over the walls
And the writing on the walls said
it's time to weep over the c i t y like Jesus d i d .
Then I saw the city

The writer is a member of the staff of the Board for Missions.
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Then
He made me sensitive
to the leading of His Spirit
and He said,
Manthis is the world I came to save—
God so loved
this world
that He sent Me, His Son.
Go, live in the c i t y ;
visit the sick, and the prisonerseek out those who are
men
like you
and bring them to me.
Go into all the world . . .
and as you go,
spread the good news that there is
healing
forgiveness
pardon
and new life—for all.
Blessed are y o u , when you mourn . . .
Blessed are y o u , when you weep . . .
Blessed are y o u , when your heart breaks
like mine
because of the needs of men around you—
for you are becoming sensitive to the
leading of My Spirit.
Evangelical

Visitor

An Ikon from Krke
Harold Nigh
Yugoslavia and Iron Curtain, Serbian
Orthodox and monastery are strange
words to us Brethren in Christ. They
tend to be frightening, but we found
them safer than home itself.
The road to Krke was long. It led
past MCC offices in Akron, Pa., where
we learned of interest there in finding a
work in Yugoslavia, past Andre Goll, a
French Mennonite evangelist in eastern
France, past our own David Carlson in
Monte Carlo, to Zagreb, and Dr. Josip
Horak, who had been Billy Graham's
interpreter there in 1967, to Bishop
Stefan, of the Serbian Orthodox church,
at Sibenik, on the rugged Adriatic coast.
Enough of background. On to monastery Krke. Thirty kilometres of
terrible roads. The whole Dalmatian
coast was reproduced in miniature
there, and our VW van flew from
summit to summit, with no time to
descend the valleys. Bishops have given
strange advice, but Stefan's was the
The writer, on a Sabbatical from Niagara
Christian College, is combining
travel with
service under MCC in Europe. His family has
accompanied him.

Church News
MISSION MEMOS
INDIA—Rev. Harvey Sider reported
in September that the wheat and corn
crops of the Indian church members had
been destroyed by the excessive rains of
the summer, but that the November rice
crops were expected to help alleviate
the suffering. More recently, however,
he writes that the rice crops have been
destroyed by more rain, leaving no food
for the winter. Elsewhere in this Visitor
is an announcement of a request for
"compassion funds" to help meet this
brotherhood need.
JAPAN—Mrs. John Graybill was
brought home by her family to attend
the funeral of her father, Paul Hoffsmith of Annville, Pa., who passed away
October 26. She spent two weeks visiting her family before returning to the
field.
November 25, 1971

strangest! If you go fast enough, you
won't mind the bumps.
When we could drive no longer, we
continued on foot. Take one dark Yugoslavian path, a Canadian flashlight, a
black-robed bearded bishop, and a
dimly lit monastery steeple a few
hundred feet below, arrange them perfectly before six pairs of wondering
eyes, and you have the stuff that high
excitement is made of. It was only
light-headedness that kept us upright on
that steep rocky descent.
Tradition has it that the apostle Paul
preached there; that put a veritable halo
on my invitation to address the monks,
seminary students, and their instructors.
First a two-hour service Sunday morning, then about dinner time, still fasting,
they all assembled in the courtyard and
listened and asked questions for over an
hour. What were they interested in? The
Brethren in Christ Church and Niagara
Christian College.
What did we believe? Why, everything in their creed! I was able to tell
them, quoting from their own liturgy,
that our preachers preached with great
fervor "and He will return in glory to

judge the living and the dead," and that
they preached much about the Holy
Spirit, and that we acknowledge one
baptism for the remission of sins. It
might also be of interest to some readers
that I was able to point to the abbot,
and say that my father had had a coat
almost exactly like his!
In all my talk about our church, I
emphasized our preaching on regeneration, and the psychological renewal that
we say is the essence of Christianity.
Afterwards, the seminary's English instructor told my daughter that he liked
the freshness of our approach, coming
as he did from a church so steeped in
tradition. Well! a conservative Brethren
in Christ has a fresh approach! What
would a more liberal one have?
From their archives (which housed
Yugoslavia's best painting of Jerome,
who was born nearby) they gave me an
ikon—a two-dimensional image, not
unlike the pictures we have in our
churches. It's Mary with Jesus, so I
don't use it in worship but I do value it
as a souvenir of the joy of witnessing to
our faith in a monastery behind the Iron
Curtain.

NICARAGUA-What was to have
been a one-month vacation to Canada in
November for Rev. and Mrs. Walter
Kelly will be extended by one to two
months in order to afford medical care
for Mrs. Kelly. During this time Walter
will be available for a limited amount of
itinerary work.
AFRICA-Rev. and Mrs. Marshall
Poe have been assigned as principal and
matron of the Choma Bible Institute in
Zambia. This will release Rev. and Mrs.
Fred Holland for a more active role in
Extension Seminary and programmed
instruction work. Upon their return
from furlough, Rev. and Mrs. Jake
Shenk will become coordinators of a
newly-developing Extension Seminary
program in Rhodesia.
DRAFT—A new set of guidelines for
implementation of the 1971 Selective
Service Law, signed by President Nixon
on September 28, is expected to be
published soon. Draft Director Curtis
Tarr has ordered state directors to suspend all classification and appeal actions
until the new Selective Service Regula-

tions become effective (30 days af
they are published in the Federal Register).

MESSIAH COLLEGE
Faculty Members Write
Several of the faculty are engaged in
writing articles for the Directory of the
Christian Church, which is being edited
by J. D. Douglas to be published by
Zondervan Press in this country and by
Paternoster Press in Great Britain. Dr. C.
O. Wittlinger, chairman of the Division
of Social Sciences, is writing on the
Brethren in Christ Church. Dr. E. Morris
Sider, Professor of History and English
Literature, is writing four articles on
British church history. Dr. Martin
Schrag, chairman of the Division of
Religion and Philosophy, is writing on
Alexander Mack. Also, Dr. Robert Ives,
College pastor, is contributing with a
series of articles on a variety of subjects.
Dr. Robert Markham, Associate Professor of Biblical Literature, is preparing
a history of the canon of the Bible.
to page six

Thoughts on Missions
/. Wilmer Heisey
Headline-Global Outlays Killed .. . SENATE ENDS
FOREIGN AID IN STUNNING 41-27 VOTE.
Whether one is for or against foreign aid, the impact is
quite jarring!
Often described as enlightened self-interest, American
foreign policy for a quarter century has shared its resources
with other nations of the v/orld on the premise that this
would be mutually beneficial to the receiving nations as
well as the U.S.A. But, with the passing of time, there has
been an erosion of confidence in the program and a
tendency to question its validity.
There is considerable difference between "Missions" and
"foreign aid" since the church is sending forth flesh and
blood people (living witnesses) to pursue the great task of
making disciples to Jesus Christ.
The missionary may at times be seen as an instrument of
a worldly power, but this is not the basis upon which
Christ's disciples go forth. They, bearing the marks of their
Master, go forth under a command to be in the world as He
(Jesus) was in the world.
We should not decide issues in Missions under the
expediencies of present-day international pressures. The
church "goes" at the leading of the Holy Spirit and it has
the promise of His being "with you alway, even unto the
end." The people of God stand together with those who are
sent forth, in good years and in bad years. They don't turn
The Executive Director, Board for Missions, shares his thoughts
the church.

Messiah College, continued
On October 9 Dr. Ronald J. Sider,
Assistant Professor of History and acting director of the Messiah campus in
Philadelphia, gave a lecture, "Between
Liberal and Radical: Karlstadt in the
Wittenberg Movement
and at
Orlamunde," at the Reformation seminar led by Professor Hans J. Hillerbrand
in New York City. Dr. Sider also has an
article,
"Karlstadt's Orlamunde
Theology: a Theology of Regneration,"
in the September issue of Mennonite
Quarterly Review.
The September issue of Church History carries a review by Dr. Martin
Schrag of the book Mennonites of the
Ohio and Eastern Conferences, by Grant
Stoltzfus.
Noted Lecturer on Campus
Dr. J. Edwin Orr, well known in
evangelical circles for his understanding
and articulation of issues in higher
education and in missions, spent the
week of October 18 to 22 lecturing to
chapel audiences, faculty, and classes

with

support on and off as Democrats and Republicans, or as
liberals and conservatives. They are part of the serving body
of Christ in this world.
This is not to say that members of a church do not share
actively in decision-making. In the church's witness at home
and in its missions' thrust they are the "essence" of the
living witness. Ultimately, they decide whether the missionaries confine to receive support on the field.
It is "budget watching" time in the affairs of church.
There are those who feel that we should plan better so that
the pressure and anxiety of meeting commitments is not
resolved in year-end crises. But, to the present, the pattern
of giving of our people has not changed to make possible
such comfort.
In the final weeks of 1971 our brotherhood in its support
of the Missions Budget will decide a number of things:
. . . Whether 14c out of the church dollar (1968-70
statistics) is too much to invest in Missions.
. . . Whether its present staff of assigned workers is too
large.
. . . Whether the Board for Missions shall continue to
move forward in management of present programs.
It is very heartening to note that our people are
expressing their insights and concerns for Missions to
members of the Board. This healthy exercise is certainly of
equal value to the "pocketbook voice." We believe that the
Spirit of God is doing a new thing among us as we seek His
will for the work and witness to which the Brethren in
Christ have committed themselves.

and chatting with groups and individuals
about things that matter on the college
campus. The numbers who came voluntarily to hear him share from wide
experience in education, travel and
evangelism attested to his relevance.
Although he had ministered on the
Upland College campus, this was the
first visit to the Messiah Campus for Dr.
Orr. He was accompanied by Mrs. Orr
during his week's stay.
Christian Colleges
Soccer Tournament Held
The first annual soccer tournament
among several Christian colleges in the
East was held on November 5 and 6 at
Messiah College. Robert Barr, Dean of
Student Affairs, and Don Sweimler,
soccer coach, arranged for four teams to
meet in competition.
In addition to Messiah's team,
players were sent from Nyack College
and Houghton College, both in New
York, and from Barrington College, in
Rhode Island.
The captain of the Messiah team is
Bob Snyder, who is also president of the
Messiah College Student Association.

John H. Hess, son of Enos H. Hess,
third President of Messiah College
(1922-1934), reads with John E.
Zercher (back to camera) the plaque
placed in the lobby of the newly constructed Enos H. Hess Residence for
men.
A Service of Dedication was held on
Sunday afternoon, October 17, at which
time both this residence and the Mary
V. Sollenberger Residence for women
were named and dedicated. This was
part of the Home-coming weekend.
John E. Zercher spoke in recognition
of Enos H. Hess. Dr. John O. Hershey,
President Milton Hershey Schools,
memorialized Mary V. Sollenberger.

t o page fourteen
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Religious News
Evangelical Canadian Newspaper
A tabloid monthly newspaper only a
few months old, released more than
150,000 copies in October and again in
November. In four editions The Enquirer was distributed "from Atlantic to
Pacific and the frost line to the gulf,"
according to Ron Marr, Publisher and
Editor.
Marr says that though the Toronto
based newspaper is still a monthly, it is
the only independent newspaper of any
kind in North America with an acknowledged Biblically Christian bias. As
an editor he claims that every newspaper reflects to some extent the biases
of its editors. And he insists that the
press today largely reflects agnostic,
libertarian views. He does not mean to
suggest, he says, that this is deliberate
but it is rather the natural reflection of
editors' personal views.
Marr's vision for The Enquirer is to
make it a weekly—and perhaps eventually—a daily newspaper with local
editions for major population centers
throughout North America.
The little four page half tab paper
released to 6,000 persons in metro
Toronto in November, 1970, held no
promise of its development in six
months into Canada's largest circulation
conservatively Christian publication.
But by April that is what it had become.
In June, 100,000 copies carrying the
largest dollar value of advertising ever
obtained by such a periodical in Canada
were released.
In July, plans for a separate U.S.
edition were announced. In October and
November more than 100,000 copies of
a special U.S. edition have been distributed each month. A circulation of
more than 200,000 is expected by
January.
Billy Graham:
"The High Point in My Life"
"It's too much for a country boy,"
Evangelist Billy Graham said as he
watched the "Spirit of ' 7 6 " jetliner lift
off Douglas Municipal Airport, Charlotte, N. C , taking the President of the
United States and his wife back to
Washington.
Nixon, Gov. Bob Scott, and dozens
of other government leaders had come
to Charlotte on October 15 to honor
the 52-year-old preacher on "Billy
Graham Day."
The evangelist said the day was the
high point in his life. "It just hasn't
sunk in yet," he said. "When it does, I'll
give it all to the Lord. He's the one who
made it possible."
The President had told the audience
that packed the 12,000-seat Charlotte
November 25, 1971

Coliseum that Graham is "the top
preacher in the world" and "one of the
greatest leaders of our time."
"Eternity" To Fulfill Subscriptions
For Changing "World Vision"
Rising costs and the publisher's inability to find enough subscribers
among missions-minded Christian people
are the reasons World Vision Magazine
will be discontinued in its present format December 1. The subscription fulfillment will be picked up by Eternity
magazine, published in Philadelphia by
the Evangelical Foundation.
World Vision Magazine will merge
with Heartline, a house organ also published by World Vision International,
and will retain most of the standing
features now running in the prestigious
missions journal edited by Paul S. Rees
and Frank E. Farrell.
Pastor Urges Churches
To Include Homosexuals
Religious organizations and churches
should include the homosexual in their
ministry, an Episcopal clergyman has
urged. The Rev. John M. Scott, rector
of St. Mary's Church in Philadelphia,
made the statement in an address at the
conference on "Reconciliation of the
Church and the Homosexual."
Father Scott declared it was not
enough for churchmen to say homosexuality
is "unnatural and immoral . . . sick . . . and refer the matter
away."
"The church is called to identify
with and be an advocate for the outcast," the Episcopal churchman said.
"Grace is not restricted to persons
culturally defined as n o r m a l . . . "
Church of the Brethren
Support Member
The Church of the Brethren General
Offices, is receiving and transmitting
contributions for the legal defense of
the "Harrisburg Eight"—among them
Church of the Brethren member John
"Ted" Glick.
The defendents are accused of conspiracy to kidnap Presidential advisor
Henry Kissinger and bombing federal
heating systems. The opening trial date
has been set .for January 10 in Harrisburg, Pa.
Each of the defendents have denied
the charges brought against them. Mr.
Glick at his arraignment stated, " . . . I
have never been involved in a conspiracy
to kidnap anyone or to bomb anything . . ."
Schultz Inaugurated; Hatfield
Talks of Nonviolent Change
In a program marked by formality
and informality, church and college,
Harold J. Schultz was inaugurated during the weekend, October 22-24, as the
ninth president of Bethel College, North
Newton, Kansas.
The inaugural address was given by
Sen. Mark Hatfield (R-Ore.), who said
America is in the midst of a revolution

in values and commitment. He pointed
to the growing rejection of authoritarianism and the rejection of materialism
and commercialism. He also spoke of
the religious dimension to the revolution and his hope for a nonviolent
change. •
Bethel is a college of the General
Conference Mennonite Church.
David Wilkerson Warns of
Phonies in Jesus Movement
The devil saw he could not lick the
Jesus Movement so he decided to move
into it.
So said Evangelist David Wilkerson,
head of Teen Challenge, during meetings
in the Lousiana Civic Center Theater in
Monroe, La.
He gave two tests for a genuine Jesus
person. First, "he will not be on a trip
or sanction drugs. You cannot have sex,
drugs, pot and Jesus too. Second, he
will not be ditching—running away from
school, and parents. You cannot be
down on the government, church and
parents and be a true Jesus person."
Hatfield Hints He May Quit Politics
Oregon Senator Mark O. Hatfield,
once described as "the darling of the
evangelicals," told newsmen in San
Francisco that he is thinking of retiring
from politics and entering business. The
popular senator said he is weary of the
adversary role he has so long played in
politics.
Kenneth N. Taylor Wins Laymen's
Award for "Living Bible" Work
This year's annual award of the
Laymen's National Bible Committee
will be presented to Dr. Kenneth N.
Taylor on November 19 for his efforts
in paraphrasing the entire Bible. The
meeting will launch National Bible Week
(November 21-28) which is sponsored
annually by the Laymen's National
Bible Committee.
"The Living Bible," published on
September 1 this year, completed 16
years of work by Dr. Taylor on the
series. Already in its fourth printing, the
paraphrased Bible print order has
reached 1,200,000.
Graham Bars "Strings" on
Any Crusade in Rome
Billy Graham has promised "to think
about" a proposed crusade in Rome, the
city of the Popes, but he will not permit
any "strings" or conditions on any
evangelism campaign he conducts in
Italy.
At a press conference, the American
evangelist recalled that the invitation
extended to him by Italian Protestants
laid down the conditions that during or
after a crusade he would not meet with
Vatican officials, including the Pope.
"If I come," he said, "I will come
with no strings on me. I will consult
with the committee about appointments, but if they try to influence me in
any way, I will make my own decisions."

How God
Went Away
from the World
Listen to an African story—a story that tells how God
went away from the w o r l d :
Long, long ago, God lived on earth with his wife. He
made the river and the forest and the plain. He made all the
animals, the fish and the birds. He also made the man and
his wife.
The man distinguished himself quickly from the other
animals. When God carved a piece of wood the man also
carved his o w n . When God carved a wood b o w l , the man
saw how he did it. When God forged iron, man learned that,
too. God was surprised, and he began to wonder what he
had created. Then man forged himself a spear, and one day
he killed a large antelope. He also killed other animals and
he ate them.
God scolded him, saying, " Y o u man. Why do you kill?
These are your brothers. Do not eat them. You are all my
children together." Then God chased the man away.
But after being away for one year the man returned.
When he came to the place where one drinks water, God's
messenger bird saw h i m . The bird went to God and said,
"Man is here. He has come back."
God said, " I know. Let him settle."
Then Man demanded land to cultivate, and was given
fields. A t night buffaloes trampled the man's fields, so the
man killed a buffalo. In the morning he went to God and
said, " I have killed the b u f f a l o . "
" Y o u may eat i t , " God replied.
The man's pot in which he boiled his magic died. He
went again to complain to God.
" M y things also end like t h a t , " God said.
When the man returned to his wife he said, " I think God
has my p o t . " But his wife refused to believe it.
After sunset, the elephants came to man's fields. His
wife aroused him, and he took his spear and went out. He
killed an elephant. When night lifted he again entered God's
village. " I have killed the elephant."
"Eat h i m , " said God. " I t is a gift. I should give you a
present. Eat."
Then God spoke to the messenger bird. " H o w shall we
live? Man can come here too easily." And so they went to
live on an island.
But the man carved a canoe and set out to find God on
his island. He carried to God some of everything he caught,
animal or fish. God was sad. He accepted the offerings, but
could not eat them because they were his children.
So God made a mountain and took refuge on it, but
even there man followed him. There was no rest. So God
sent the bird to search for Litooma, the fabled city of God.
The bird crossed the river and arrived at Litooma. When he
8

returned, he said, " I have found the town across the great
river."
God asked the animals if they wished to follow him so
that man could not harry them. But the animals refused,
saying, "We want to live here."
The large antelope said, " I shall live by speed; man
cannot r u n . " A n d many others also said, "We too shall live
by speed."
The fish said, " I do not fear man; I live in the water."
The hippopotamus said, "Man? I shall kill him. I am
stronger than he." The elephant said, "So am I." The
buffalo and the lion said, "So are w e . "
The hyena said, " I shall seize him in his sleep." The birds
said, "We shall live by our wings."
God still tried to persuade them, because he knew man
surpassed them in cunning. He said, " Y o u animals do not
understand this man. He will dig into the secret places of
the earth to find the coal and the copper. He will build
furnaces to smelt metal. And where he digs and where he
smelts you cannot live. He will enlarge his fields until they
blanket the earth, and where he plants his mealies and his
tobacco you may not wander. He will build great cities, like
unto the city of God and in his cities you cannot live. And
he will become many. His children will sit together and
form governments and nothing will be too hard for them.
Come away w i t h m e . "
Some of the animals agreed to depart with God. These
are the animals whose kind is unknown t o us.
God and his wife left for Litooma, the city of God.
Then God rose up high—alone.
Then Man stopped looking for God.

The Planting
of the Lord
in Africa
An African story—a story that tells how God planted His
church in central Africa—this is the story which is told in
the new film—The Planting of the Lord in Africa, produced
by Eldon and Harriet Bert.
Highlighting the contributions made by the Brethren in
Christ in helping to build the church in Africa, the film
opens by contrasting the Biblical stories of creation and
redemption to the African fable of how God went away
from the world.
Matopo was a new land for white men. The rail line
had been completed as far as Bulawayo only a few
months before Elder Engle 's party traveled north over
it. Only a year earlier the Matabele had flung their
spears in rebellion against the Europeans. Thirty miles
separated Bulawayo from the mission site, and onethird of that distance was roadless bush land.
Illustrating the planting of the church by the recurring
theme of planting crops, The Planting of the Lord in Africa

utilizes colorful wildlife photography and scenes of mission
activities and congregational life. The various methods and
institutions used by the missionaries are shown, from the
first clinic building at Macha to the newly-constructed
Matopo Book Centre in Bulawayo. Not only does the film
trace historical developments; it also gives a broad perspective on the various types of ministries being carried on
today.
The African church demonstrates its maturity by
realizing the need to evangelize. The church is already
talking about sending its own African missionaries to a
neighboring country. Inter-church councils and fellowships hear Brethren in Christ voices speak out for
evangelism. Brethren in Christ fill leadership positions
in campaigns such as New Life for A11.
The Planting of the Lord in Africa should prove to be a
stimulus for discussion about missions in general, and
Brethren in Christ Missions in Africa in particular. By
accurately documenting the past, the film provides a
springboard for thoughts concerning the future.
Social crises in Africa have affected the church. The
church grew up under colonial governments in Northern and Southern Rhodesia. Now these countries have
followed diverging paths to political independence.
Each of these political situations have brought difficulties, advantages, and temptations for the church.
The church in Africa has continually been faced with
the problems of how to be God's people in man's
world.
These few quotes and black and white photos cannot do
justice to the 40-minute presentation—you must see the
film to get the full impact. The Planting of the Lord in
Africa, together with the two earlier films produced by the
Berts, The Life Line Story and Along the Navajo Trail, may
be secured for showing in local congregations through the
Missions Office. For more information, or to schedule a
film, write to Brethren in Christ Missions, Box 149,
Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022.

To Be Continued
Eleanor Ginder
Phumula Mission, Rhodesia

"Lord, I don't feel like putting forth
a lot of effort this Sabbath day in
spreading the gospel." This morning I
didn't feel on top of the world—I felt
tired—and I knew He would understand
that and not condemn me, because He
loves me. "And Lord, I have many
excuses for doing nothing today, like no
transport." I knew He understood that
and didn't blame me. "But," I prayed,
"I always long to help someone come to
know you. Could you arrange this today?" I went off about my tasks and
temporarily forgot what I had prayed.
I went to church at the mission, and
sat uninspired through the service. My
mind wandered during the sermon, and
I began thinking about an elderly lady
who had asked me some time ago to
come show her how to use her new
sewing machine. I had gone to see her,

discovering that she was at one time a
Christian, and had been a member of
our church. People like her are good
prospects for the gospel. Often they
have left the ways of God because they
move; then they find no church or
leader to continue to help them in the
faith. As I sat in church I planned how
and when I might contact her again.
The Ginders, Carl and Eleanor, with their
children, were stationed at the Phumula Mission, Rhodesia, but are now living in Bulawayo.
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As I walked toward my house after
the service a lady called to me—the same
lady I had been thinking about in
church. "I'm waiting to catch the bus,"
she explained. "I've just been treated at
the hospital, and thought I would sit
with the missionary's wife while I wait."
What a beautiful opportunity! How
much more smoothly God works as
compared to me.
She had been in the hospital in town
because of falling off a scotch cart (farm
wagon). We talked about the evangelist
who had preached in her area recently.
Her words indicated a hunger. They
were hints for me to say more.
She gave a long excuse for not
attending church. "When I want to go
to church I leave the children in charge
of the sheep. I tell them to watch them
carefully. When I return home I find all
in the kraal except one. I must then go
and search and search. I look until it is
dark. Then I search more. These children! They are not trustworthy. My
little sheep is lost. In the night I am still
searching. Then I hear Baa! There he is,
caught in a bush. I've had so much
trouble just because I went far away to
church. I just can't go."
Shfe provided the parable for me! I
took her story and retold it to her. I put
Christ in her place, and told her that she
was the lost sheep. She sat with a face
full of amazement. Then with words of
"almost but not today," she reminded
me that it was time for the bus and she
ought to be going to meet it. I gave her
a New Testament and a booklet on
accepting and following Jesus. She said,
"I know this booklet. I was at another
Christian lady's house nearby and she
read this to me. I'll go back to her and
we'll read our books together."
Two weeks later we went to visit her.
As we walked into the village I heard
her say, "How are you, daughter of my
father?" Later an African young man
said, "Do you realize that this lady is
calling you very special names? They are
names we use for special friends only." I
was thankful; maybe our warm friendship would help to win her.
She pointed to the studio pictures on
her wall. "You see," she explained, "a
few weeks ago I thought I was going to

die. Then I thought—if I die, no one will
remember what I look like. So as soon
as I was well, I went to have this picture
made. Now when I almost die again, it
will be all right." We laughed at her
story and noticed that she quickly left
the hut. After awhile she returned,
dressed in her finest clothes, ready for
us to take a picture. I complimented
her, and teased that I would not look as
nice as she "Let me care for that," she
said, as she looked for a key for her
suitcase. She pulled out a large black
fringed shawl that she had used for the
special studio picture. With a big safety
pin she carefully pinned it around my
shoulders so that I, too, would be pretty
in the picture.
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She went with us to church last
Sunday, as we wondered if she would
respond to the invitation. As we let her
out of the car at her village she began to
apologize for not repenting. "You see, I
can just take a few words of the gospel,
then at another time I can take a few
words, and again a few words until I
really decide." I knew she was actually
saying, "I didn't have the courage today, but don't give up. Keep coming
back to me."
We will go back. And she will return
to Christ. I'm sure of it, because God
loves her—and me—and you—with a love
greater than we can ever comprehend.
Evangelical

Visitor

Pulpit and Pew
Beware
of the
Cell Group
Syndrome
David Adeney

Cell groups are springing up in every
country where Christians are searching
for spiritual renewal and seeking to
evangelize. They are to be found in
business offices as well as universities.
Some are inter-denominational while
others are integrated into the life and
work of their own local church.
In the Philippines, the "Christ the
Only Way" movement is seeking to set
up 10,000 small groups connected with
evangelical churches throughout the
country.
Cell groups do not always succeed.
One disillusioned member describes the
group as boring. Another objects to the
shallowness of fellowship and the
tendency to cover the same ground
again and again. Some groups lack any
real vitality or outreach to nonChristians. What has gone wrong? Perhaps a diagnosis of an ailing cell group
might reveal that the problem lies under
one of the following headings.
Wrong Expectations
Some have started cell groups feeling
that they are a new and successful
technique. They don't realize that without the power of the Holy Spirit and
the deep dedication of the people involved, any method is useless. Introducing small groups into the program of
a church or Christian fellowship may be
very effective, but if people only follow
a technique and regard the cells as just a
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new way of organizing the work, they
are bound to be disappointed. Cell
groups must never be regarded as just
another form of meeting. They must be
living organisms in which Christians
demonstrate the reality of Christcentered community living.
Lack of Commitment
If we are unwilling to discipline
ourselves and give priority to the cell
group meeting, we can deteriorate into a
flabby, undisciplined fellowship. Effective Christian living is costly. It is
impossible to experience the joy of
living in a right relationship with God
and man without paying a price. In
countries where the church is persecuted, a person can participate in a cell
group only at great personal risk.
A Christian student who came out of
China in the middle of the Cultural
Revolution told me of believers who are
still risking the threat of imprisonment
and life in a labor camp in order to meet
secretly for fellowship. Risk is very
high, but dedication is also high.
In our society where it is easy to
associate with other Christians, we tend
to expect "cheap grace." We are unwilling to sacrifice time and energy for the
sake of the gospel. A cell group must
have a nucleus of devoted members who
will give priority to their group meetings. Only when the cell is regarded as a
vital part of our witness in which we
express our loyalty to Christ and one
another can there be success.
The Closed Box
An African friend likened two Christians to two boxes side by side, one
closed and the other open. One was
willing to share while the other was
afraid to open up and reveal his own
inner struggle. While talking to a cell
group leader who was pessimistic about
his group's future, I found that he
himself was not prepared to share freely
with the members of his group. As long
as he remained the closed box in his
relationships, there was little likelihood
of a vital fellowship. Obviously, some
things in our lives can only be shared
with a very close friend. (Such a person
may indeed be found within the cell
group.) But there is also much that we
can share with the larger group.
We are not meant to live in isolation
-we need the help of others. Such help
can be given only when we are willing to
share both success and failure. This will
require humility and love and will lead
to a real sense of responsibility for one
another. It is not easy to be honest with
our fellow Christians, but a real openness to the Lord and one another is a
necessary condition for true spiritual
growth.

Cluless Leadership
A cell group must not be dominated
by one person. Each member should
take a turn in leading. Yet if a group
lacks a leader who has a clear program
and definite objective, it is likely to fail.
If a number of groups are formed in
connection with one church, much will
depend upon the enthusiasm and vision
of a coordinator who will keep in touch
with all the groups—advising when difficulties appear, suggesting programs and
arranging conferences and seminars for
the leaders.
Some groups have failed because
they have not found a program of study
which readily stimulates the members.
Sometimes the situation could be
remedied if people were made aware of
existing study materials. Others would
benefit from special leadership seminars
which demonstrate programs that have
been proven helpful. More opportunities
for feedback, when leaders from different groups could share their experiences, would lead to fewer casualties in
the cell group movement.
Mutual Admiration Society
If members of a group become completely taken up with themselves, their
own needs and spiritual growth, stagnation is likely to set in. The cell group
must have an outreach and should be
growing through the witness of its members. Part of the cell meeting will be
spent in praying for non-Christian
friends contacted through personal conversations of evangelistic Bible studies.
Every cell group should have some
project connected with the outreach
program of the church. It might be the
running of a coffeehouse type of evangelistic meeting for non-Christians, a
visitation program or an evangelistic
booktable. Other cells might help in
some social service project such as providing tuition for poor students, working in a prison, etc. Some groups might
become involved in some form of survey
work which would be beneficial to the
whole church involved.
Boredom
The cell group needs people with
sanctified imagination, healthy curiosity
and an enthusiastic interest in the world
around them. The study program should
be firmly grounded in the Scriptures,
but it must also be related to the needs
of its members and developments in
society today. If it is not, it will be
irrelevant.
In too many cell groups the Bible
study program is uninteresting as a
result of unimaginative questions,
stereotyped answers and an inability to
visualize the situation which forms the
to page fourteen
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Sunday School

What Is Sunday School?
R. Donald Shafer
In a recent meeting it was interesting
to hear a man say that it really isn't the
Sunday school that is under criticism,
but in fact the church. For example,
research indicates there is as much
decline in a youth group as there is in
the youth department of the Sunday
school. While there are some who would
agree with Wesner Fallaw who said over
25 years ago that, "we might as well
admit it: the Sunday school is dead,"
there are also some who are inclined to
agree with Clarence Benson who wrote
about the same time, "The Sunday
school is the most indispensable institution in America." The question that
really faces us today is what we think of
the Sunday school.
There are some who likely claim too
much for the Sunday school. There are
those who believe that the Sunday
school could solve our problems of
violence and crime. These strong supporters of the Sunday school would
believe that through the Sunday school
our own nation and others could be
evangelized and trained to be effective
Christians. Such advocates may have a
point, but what happens in our homes,
congregations, and public schools are
also factors to be considered. The Sunday school as a separate entity to save
us from our sins and problems is quite
likely claiming too much.
On the other hand there are those
who do not give credit where credit is
due. These are persons who tend to
agree with Wesley Shrader who wrote in
Life magazine almost 15 years ago that
Sunday school was "the most wasted
hour of the week." As Lynn and Wright
say in their book, The Big Little School,
the above opinion is "an extravagant
vote of confidence in how people spend
the rest of their time." You really could
find a few hours that might be more
wasted than in Sunday school.
And it certainly should be clear that
the Sunday school is not to be disThe writer is Executive Director of Christian
Education
for the denomination
and also
Director of Sunday Schools.
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regarded. After all, its critics have come
and gone, and are still with us, but so is
the Sunday school. It is a part of the
Protestant scene and especially a strong
factor with those of us who call ourselves evangelicals. To be sure, there are
some among us who have a bad taste in
their systems because of experience in
congregations where the Sunday school
was a competitive part of the local
church and maybe even a dominant part
of the program. These are frequently
pastors or church leaders who can't
control the Sunday school.
But I am inclined to agree with
Donald Joy's conviction in his book,
Meaningful Learning in the Church, that
"the most convincing specimen of the
power of Jesus Christ in the world is the
typical lay-volunteer teacher who may
need abundant help in making his own
teaching effective, but who brings to his
task—by virtue of his own commitment
to Christ—a complex set of skills for
communicating Christian concepts,
values, and attitudes." And the Sunday
school across the years has been basically volunteer teachers who have
shared the Christian way of life as they
experienced it.
Perhaps a word of warning from
trends. It is possible to make a pretty
good case that as the Sunday school
goes, so goes the church. While some
congregations may experience larger
attendances in worship it may not be
cause for rejoicing. A study of the
decline in England ought to serve as a
warning. But as one wit put it, "what
we learn from the past is that we never
learn from the past."
Let me summarize by saying that I
believe the Sunday school is a viable
means of reaching persons for Christ
and then helping them grow in Christ.
Many millions—over 42 million in North
America—are still going to some kind of
Sunday school. I believe Sunday school
is a part of Canadian and United States
religious life. Therefore, let us make it a
part of the mission of the congregation.
Let us pour into the Sunday school all
we can, by God's help. It is fairly clear
that God has wrought miracles through

the Sunday school movement in the
past. Certainly some forms have
changed and will change. The materials
and teaching aids have improved
dramatically, class rooms are better, and
many teachers are seeking training and
help. For this we can be grateful.
There are those who were and are
clever at pointing out and exposing
certain weaknesses of form and structure. But there are a few who are
showing how to put the principles of
the Sunday school movement to work
in our time. Let us buy up the opportunity to rekindle flames in our congregations that will enable persons to
better understand their faith and how to
share it with others. For that is what
Sunday school is all about.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Worship booklets for the March 3,
1972 World Day of Prayer are now
available from the NAE national
offices. The author of the new program is Dr. Carl Lundquist, president
of Bethel College and Seminary, and
noted Bible scholar. The theme of
the 1972 program is "Rivers of
Living Water,"' taken from the
Gospel of John 7:37-39.
The World Day of Prayer is a special
occasion on the Protestant church
calendar each year, celebrated in a
spirit of prayer on behalf of the
world's needs. Foremost in the program is a call to self-renewal and a
recognition of Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior on the part of Christians.
Specific needs for special prayer are
singled out in the worship booklet,
with periods of song and meditation
interspersed.
Sample copies of the worship materials are available free of charge
from the National Association of
Evangelicals, P.O. Box 28, Wheaton,
111. 60187.
Evangelical Visitor

Youth
CREATING HARMONY
Julie Hogue
Everywhere you go you see a teen
with his ear apparently glued to a
transistor radio. Record sales are bringing all-time profits to the communications industry. To say teens enjoy music
is probably the decade's greatest understatement.
Yet, unfortunately, music is becoming a spectator sport for too many
teens. Few are encouraged to release
their emotions in creative musical expression or to enjoy the rewards of
singing with others. By encouraging teen
musical groups, the church can provide
a service for teens, as well as open new
avenues of worship and witness.
So you don't have enough teens to
begin a group the size of Mormon
Tabernacle Choir? Fortunately today's
music adapts to almost any size group.
You can begin with a few interested
kids. Almost everyone is capable of
producing at least a little music. Involvement in a musical group often
uncovers hidden talent and serves as a
source of spiritual and social encouragement. Often the group activities become
an evangelistic tool to reach other kids.
How do you get started? The main
thing is motivation, but know-how
never hurts. Finding the right leader
may seem like looking for a needle in a
haystack. A leader needs basic music
ability and a willingness to spend time.
He should be able to relate to youth but
have the discretion and wisdom of the
experienced. You probably think he has
to have King David's musical ability and
Solomon's wisdom. He doesn't, but it
would come in handy at times. If your
group plans to use instruments for more
than background music, he should know
how to arrange.
All right, you've found DavidSolomon to lead your group. You've
lined up Glenn Campbell, Judy Collins,
and Croaky the Frog to sing. Now music
selection is worrying you? You're in
luck. Contemporary sacred music has
brought to light such talent as Jimmy
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Owens, Kurt Kaiser, Ronn Huff, Ralph
Carmichael, Otis Skillings, and others.
Most are producing books or arrangements which can be bought right along
with their record albums. Some album
titles are "For Pete's Sake," "Tell It
Like It Is," "The Lively Ones," "Life,"
"Electric Church." Each costs around
six dollars and is available through
Christian bookstores or music stores.
These combination record albums and
arrangements give beginning groups the
advantage of hearing the music the way
it should be presented and the music
score for their own use.
At practice sessions (at least once a
week) the group should listen to the
recording, and then practice to the
leader's satisfaction. Those practice
sessions can be meaningful if the leader
has worked ahead of time and is aware
of what he wants to do. Any new style
of music introduced into the church
must always be musically excellent. No
sloppy performance! Maybe Sister
Smith can croak through a number
occasionally and be invited back, but
you never can. Sister Smith is a musical
institution; you're not!
This brings us to another consideration, doubtless the most important one
—the spirit of presentation. The spirit
must never be faked. The leader must
spend time at each practice session
explaining the message of the music to
teens and make sure it is their message,
too.
As your repertoire increases, you
may want increased instrumentation.
For those who can't "do their own
thing," recorded background music for
many sacred numbers is available on
cartridge tape. Without any further
arranging most groups can add piano,
organ, bass, guitar, and drums. Tympani
offers exictement to many music presenations. Here is an opportunity for
you to invite school friends who have an
interest in music to help out.
One word of caution: whatever

instrumentation you use, remember it is
background to the message. Singing isn't
always necessary, words are. Some interesting innovations include a dramatic
reading of the lyrics, or projecting overhead the words during an instrumental
number. Church music should always be
message music.
Whenever you introduce music of the
here-and-now to an audience with herebut-century-old taste, you will probably
find some sort of "generation gap" in
church music. To improve communications between generations is part of the
ministry of the church. Music can provide a wonderful "sounding board."
Your music director probably won't get
every gray-head to change his tune
overnight, but they may begin some
meaningful dialogue with teens. Change
for change's sake is not the answer, but
remember, Methodists formed a new
denomination out of a reaction to oversomber forms of worship.
Your pastor is a key figure. Have
your director talk to him confidentially
on behalf of the group about what teens
are trying to convey through their
music. He will probably be interested in
knowing what teens think so he can
enhance his own ministry to them. He
should hear each number ahead of time
so he can introduce the group to the
church. Hopefully, the selection was
chosen for its appropriateness and this
introduction will be easy. Individuals
should be especially careful of personal
appearance during a presentation. If
conveying a message is really your aim
-which it should be-nothing should
detract.
Teen music ministries can be an asset
to any church. Communicating the
message of Christ to other teens and to
adults within the church can be a source
of spiritual as well as musical harmony.
Reprinted with permission from
Youth in Action magazine.
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Cell Group
f r o m page eleven

background of passages. Paul's great
message on love in his letter to the
Corinthians can be regarded only as a
beautiful piece of classical literature, or
it can be paraphrased sentence by
sentence using popular English and illustrations from modern life. This can lead
to the members of the groups sharing
where they have failed to live up to the
standards set forth in the passage.
A study of the Old Testament
prophets could lead to a discussion of
current problems in society and of
God's attitude toward the evils ignored
by Christians. Members need to have a
vision of what God is doing in history.
While members of the cell group
must be concerned for one another's
problems, they must also be deeply

burdened for the needs of the church
and the political, social and economic
problems of the society they live in.
They will be excited about the opportunities for Christian living in their
society amid the tremendous changes
taking place in our generation. They
must have an expectant hope believing
that "the coming of the Lord is at
hand."
In some areas cells are known as
action groups, an excellent description
emphasizing that the groups must go
beyond discussion to involvement in
society and active witness. Cell groups
must have clear objectives, real enthusiasm and unselfish love. When these
characteristics are present there will be
no danger of failure.
The quickest way to destroy the cell
group movement is to make it popular
and easy. Cell groups have flourished in
areas where the church has been under

Church about 27 years ago which has
now been developed and is known as
the Memorial Holiness Camp.

Church News
from page six

ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
Fairview Avenue Church, Waynesboro, Pa., had a record attendance of
200 in Sunday school on October 17.
There were 182 in morning worship,
126 in evening worship, and 105 in the
midweek service.
The Iron Springs Church reports a
VBS this past summer with an enrollment of 90 and an offering of $141.21.
This was divided between the girls who
did summer service, one going to Camp
Lakeview, Michigan, and one to
Montreal Lake Children's Home, Saskatchewan. During August ten persons
were baptized and twelve taken into the
membership of the church.
The Christ's Crusaders of the
Mowersville Church raised the money
for a new sign, 2' x 4', with letters that
reflect the name of the church on both
sides. The Crusaders participated in the
dedication of the sign.

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
D. J. Edwin spoke the morning message at the Skyline Church, October 24.
He also brought the evening message.
Rev. LeRoy Walters is the pastor.
Rev. Ray Brubaker, director of God's
News Behind the News, was guest speaker at the Souderton Church, October
24. Rev. John Byers is the pastor of this
church.

CANADIAN CONFERENCE
The Ridgemount congregation had
many reasons to rejoice on Thanksgiving
Sunday, October 10. Under a cloudy
sky with a crisp fall air, one looked
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attack since the time of the early
disciples. Disciples in the catacombs; the
covenanters in Scotland; small groups
spreading the new, dangerous teaching
of Martin Luther's reformation on the
continent of Europe; members of the
Wesleys' class meetings which worked
against deadness and corruption in the
state church; and Christians meeting
secretly in communist countries—all belong to the same fellowship.
Christians today who realize the
urgency of the times and see the tragic
state of a church which is "neither hot
nor cold" may well be impelled by the
Holy Spirit to form similar groups. For
them the test will not come through
physical persecution, but through the
pressures of materialism and the subtle
temptation to compromise either in
their Christian standards or in the purity
of the gospel they proclaim.
-from His magazine

MIDWEST CONFERENCE
The Tri-County Holiness meeting was
held at the Church of the Nazarene at
Junction City, Kansas, with Rev. Alvin
Burkholder and Dr. Virgil Mitchell as
the speakers.
across the newly sodded lawn to the
doorway of a split-level home and
shared in a heart-warming dedication
service of the new parsonage. Bishop
Sider spoke and conducted this special
service. An increased attendance in
church and Sunday school has been
experienced with a spiritual awakening
among the people. In September nine
shared in a baptismal service. John
Schock is the pastor of this church.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE
The Harvey W. Hokes celebrated
their 60th wedding anniversary, October
19. Following the morning worship service about 45 persons of the Highland
congregation called on them in their
home to present congratulations, an
anniversary money tree and a personal
portrait recently obtained. The Hokes
presented an acreage on Jay Road to the

BIRTHS
Davis: Theresa Irene, born October
11 to Mr. and Mrs. Guy Davis, Fairview
Avenue Church, Waynesboro, Pa.
Flohr: Michael Allen, born September 1 to Mr. and Mrs. Richard Flohr,
Iron Springs congregation.
Good: Sara Michelle, born October
26 to Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Good,
Shenks congregation.
Harbaugh: Brad Allen, born October
6 to Mr. and Mrs. Guy E. Harbaugh,
Five Forks congregation.
Hofstetter: Kenneth Lamar, born
October 12 to Mr. and Mrs. Oren
Hofstetter, Locust Grove congregation.
Keefer: Jared Elliott, born October
12 to Mr. and Mrs. Phil Keefer, Grantham congregation.
King: Evan Daniel, born October 14
to Mr. and Mrs. Samuel J. King,
Mtshabezi Mission, Bulawayo, Rhodesia.
Mcllveen: Steven Raymond, Jr., born
October 12 to Rev. and Mrs. Steven R.
Mcllveen, Canoe Creek congregation.
Pierce: Douglas Bert, born October
26 to Mr. and Mrs. Glen Pierce, Elizabethtown congregation.
Robb: Shawn Laverne, born September 14 to Mr. and Mrs. Earl Robb,
Cedar Springs congregation.
Evangelical Visitor

Woodbury
Dedicates
Parsonage

Manheim, Pa., and Paul P. Ill, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Paul P. Strayer, Jr., York,
Pa., at the Conoy Church, October 2,
with Rev. Allon B. Dourte officiating.
Sullivan-Myers: Rachel D. Myers,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Levi Wingert,
Chambersburg, Pa., and Donald E., son
of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Sullivan, in Mt.
Pleasant United Brethren Church with
Rev. Andrew Slagenweit officiating.

OBITUARIES
The Woodbury congregation dedicated their recently purchased parsonage on
Sunday, October 31. Rev. Henry A. Ginder, bishop of the Allegheny Conference,
participated in the dedication and is shown above receiving the key from the
chairman of the Board of Trustees, J. Dean Brumbaugh.
Others taking part in the ceremony at the door to the parsonage are (left to right)
Joseph A. Imler, trustee; S. Gerald Weaver, secretary of the board of trustees; and
Rev. Thomas A. Bouch, pastor of the congregation.
Robinson: Kevin Scott, born October 11 to Mr. and Mrs. Dallas Robinson, Canoe Creek congregation.
Simmers: Tina Jo, born October 29
to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Simmers, Hollowell congregation.
Weisel: Brenda Faithe, born October
27 to Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Weisel,
Uniontown congregation.
Winger: Christopher Earl, born October 19 to Mr. and Mrs. Stanley
Winger, Jr., Free Grace congregation.
Yost: Harold Charles, III, born
August 21 to Mr. and Mrs. Harold
Charles Yost, II, Cedar Springs congregation.

WEDDINGS
Demler-Hess: Pearl Eileen, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Hess, and Terry
Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. John F. Dernier, both of Lebanon, Pa., August 21, in
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church with
Rev. Wilson Hoyer officiating, assisted
by Rev. David Climenhaga.

CAMP FREEDOM
A Warm Winter Camp
January 26-February 6, 1972
St. Petersburg, Florida
Speakers: Roy V. Sider / Irving Parker/John L. Rosenberry / J. Wilmer
Heisey / Jacob H. Bowers / Homer Rissinger / P. J. Goins / Simon Lehman,
Jr. / C. B. Byers / Paul Martin, Jr. / Dale
W. Ulery
c/o Albert Cober
6980 54th Ave. North
St. Petersburg, Florida 33709

November 25, 1971

Hansen-Palmus-Niesley: Constance,
daughter of Raymond and Marjorie
Neisley, Union, Ohio, and Rolf, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Hans Hansen-Palmus,. Hamburg, Germany, October 24, in the
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Dayton, Ohio, with Rev. George Hupp, Jr.,
officiating, assisted by Rev. Ralph Palmer.
Marshall-Weisel: Rebecca, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Norman Weisel, Louisville, Ohio, and Dean Allen, son of Mrs.
Vertrice Marshall, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio,
October 23 in the Uniontown Church
with Pastor Paul E. Book officiating.
Monn-Peck: Brenda Darlene, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Peck, and
James Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest
Monn, both of Waynesboro, Pa., October 10, in the Five Forks Church with
Pastor James Esh officiating.
Rebholtz-Hill: Barbara Ann, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Tracy Hill, and Ken
W., sctfi of Mr. and Mrs. Rebholtz, in the
Marlyn Avenue Church, September 18,
with Pastor Hubert Stern officiating.
Strayer-Hollinger: Carol Ann, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin H. Hollinger,

Potteiger: Mrs. Virgal E. Potteiger,
age 67, Carlisle, Pa., passed away September 30, 1971. She is survived by her
husband, Ralph R.; one son, Ralph R.
Jr.; two daughters: Mrs. Walter Sowers
and Mrs. Roy Deitch; a brother; two
sisters; twelve grandchildren; and three
great-grandchildren. Funeral services
were held from the Myers Funeral
Home, Mechanicsburg, with Rev. R. H.
Wenger and Rev. W. Winger officiating.
Burial was in the Cumberland Valley
Memorial Gardens.
Slesser: Mrs. Alice Slesser, 81, of
Lebanon, Pa., passed away at the Lebanon Valley Hospital. She was a member
of the Shenk's Church. She was the
widow of Peter T. Slesser. Surviving are
three sons: John H., Leroy H., and
Marlin P.; three daughters: Mrs. Alice
Weaver, Mrs. Frances Hoffer, and Mrs.
Ella Wilhelm, thirty grandchildren;
fifty-one great-grandchildren; and one
great-great-grandchild. Services were
held from the Shenk's Church with Rev.
Arthur Brubaker officiating. Interment
in the church cemetery.
Turner: Chelsie Arthur Turner, 74,
Upland, Calif., passed away October 26,
1971. He was a member of the Upland
Church. He is survived by his widow,
Mina E. Turner; a daughter, Mildred
King; a son, Bill L.; and five grandchildren. Three sisters and two brothers
also survive. Funeral services were held
from the Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Elbert Smith officiating, assisted
by Rev. Henry N. Miller.

CHA Annual Convention
"In the Power of the Spirit" is the theme for the 104th Annual Christian
Holiness Association Convention scheduled for April 4-7, 1972, at the Indianapolis Hilton Hotel.
Emphasizing evangelism and its dynamic, the Holy Spirit, this convention will
feature many outstanding Christian leaders of prominence. Among these are Dr.
Donald Bastian, Dr. Frank Bateman Stanger, Reverend Ira Taylor, Reverend
Charles Millhuff, Dr. William Greathouse, Dr. Virgil Mitchell, Dr. William Reed,
Dr. Donald Joy, Miss Miriam Millenger, Bishop Dale Cryderman, Dr. Paul Petticord, Dr. Hollis Abbott and Dr. Wesley Duewel.
Reserve the dates now and begin your plans for the great 104th CHA
Convention. Pre-convention registration information may be requested by writing:
CHA Central Office
21 Beachway Drive
Indianapolis, Indiana 46224
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Read it Through in '72
AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO
ENCOURAGE SYSTEMATIC BIBLE READING
BY THE MEMBERS OF YOUR CHURCH.
JOIN WITH THOUSANDS OF OTHER
EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS IN THIS
NATION-WIDE PROGRAM TO
"READ IT THROUGH IN ' 7 2 " .

TODAY
CT:

YES, we wish to share in NAE's Bible reading program for 1972.
Please send the following:

•

PLACE Y O U R ORDER T O D A Y

25 / $1.50; 50 / $2.50; 100 or more / $4.50 per 100

Mail to: National Association of Evangelicals
Box 2 8 , Wheaton, Illinois 60187
Amount enclosed $
NOTE:

|

Please bill us

Prices include postage and handling charges.

NAMF

nHURCH

(POSTER.
This 8V4" x 1 1 " poster will draw attention to your Bible
reading program for 1972. Attractively done in two
colors. Order one for each bulletin board and Sunday
school classroom.
12 / 75rf; 25 / $1.25; 50 or more / $2.00 per 50

ADDRFSS
PITY

BIBLE R E A D I N G G U I D E .
Handy two-color Bible reading guide for each day in the
year. Readings are arranged in the order in which the
events took place. Space is provided to mark off
selections as read.

STATF

7IP

PRAYER G U I D E .
A specially prepared prayer guide for those interested
in praying for the NAE ministries. Designed as a
convenient Bible book-marker, weekly requests are listed.
Provided free of charge.
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